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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN IN 

GOUBI: COMMERCIAL FIRM SEEKS CARGO TRANSIT OF PAKISTAN 

1. ESCORTS TRACTORS, LTD., A U.S.-INDIAN JOINT VENTURE (WITH FORD 
MOTOR CO) PRODUCING AGRICULTURAL TRACTORS HAS ASKED EMBASSY FOR 
ASSISTANCE. ESCORTS IS COMPETING FOR IDA-FINANCED ORDER OF 400 
TRACTORS AND AGRICUULTURAL IMPLEMENTS FROM AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
BANK OF AFGHANISTAN. EQUIPMENT PRODUCED IN FARID AB AD (NEW DELHI) 

WOULD BE DELIVERED TO KANDAHAR. ESCORTS' PROBLEM IS TRNSIT OF 
PAKISTAN. 

2. CHEAPEST TRANSPORT WOULD BE DELHI-AMRITSAR/WAGHA/PESHAWAR/KABUL/ 

KANDAHAR BY LAND IF PAKISTAN WOULD PERMIT CARGO TO BE TRUCKED ACROSS 
PAK TERRITORY. 

3. ESCORRTS ALSO HAS GIVEN THOUGHT TO AIRLIFT OF CARGO IN 40 TO 
60 SORTIES BY U.S. OR AFGHAN CHARTER.*THIS ALTERNATIVE RENDERED 
UNACTTRACTIVE IN THEIR VIEW BY PAK REQUIREMENT THAT FLIGHT TOUCH 
DOWN ON PAK TERRITORY AT COST PER FLIGHT ESCORTS ESTIMATES AT 
$1,000.- 1,500. 
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4. TIME FRAME OF PROPO ED DELIVERY IS APRIL-OCTOBER 1974 FOR 
EXECUTION OF TRANSPORT BY LAND; AND APRIL-MAY 1974 IF BY AIR. 

5. WE EMPHASIZE THAT THE US INTEREST IS ONLY A SUBST*NTIAL 
COMMERCIAL SALE BY AN INDO-US IOINT VENTURE. WE REALIZE THAT WE 
ARE TALKING ABOUT A BASIC ELEMENT IN PRESENT PAKISTAN POLICY 
TOWARD INDIA. WE WANT TO AVOID ANY APPEARANCE OF REQUESTING ANY 
EXCEPTION IF THE PAKS MIGHT READ AS A DIRECT US INTERVENTION IN 
INDO-PAKISTAN AFFAIRS. WE WOULD, HOWEVER. AP*RECIATE YOUR 
COMMENTS. 

MOYNIHAN 
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